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St. John’s Mission:  To help one more person get to Heaven 
 by pointing them to Jesus Christ. 

http://www.stjohnsws.com/


 

 

"Be Still and know that I am God." We greatly enjoy our Sunday morning times to catch-
up with each other in fellowship and conversation, both before and after worship. The 
worship service begins with the playing of the Prelude. Once the prelude begins, please 
be seated, stop conversing, and prepare your heart for worship. Thank you. 
Please silence all devices. If at any point you need to or prefer to sit, please feel free to 
do so. 
 
Prelude:   “Homage to J.S. Bach  Adagio in C Minor”     Henri Casadesus 
    Arina Komarova, viola 
Welcome 
 

Announcements 
 

(Please Stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:   #334 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”  (vs. 1, 4. 6) 
    sung to the melody of “All Glory Laud, and Honor” 
 

Invocation, Confession, and Absolution    

P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



 

 

Kyrie  

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

  
  

P: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
(Please Be Seated) 
 
Old Testament Reading:     Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter of Jerusalem! 

15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; 
he has cleared away your enemies. 



 

 

The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall never again fear evil. 

16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
“Fear not, O Zion; 
let not your hands grow weak. 

17The Lord your God is in your midst, 
a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 

18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 
so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 

19Behold, at that time I will deal 
with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth. 

20At that time I will bring you in, 
at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes,” says the Lord. 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle:    Philippians 4:4-7 
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
(Please Stand) 
 



 

 

Alleluia  

 
 
Cantor:   Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way 

before you.  

  
 
Holy Gospel:   Luke 7:18-28 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 

    
 
  
 

18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his 
disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
shall we look for another?” 20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the 
Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil 
spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have 
good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
 

24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 
25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who 
are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of 
whom it is written, 
 
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 
 

28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 



 

 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
    
  
 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
(Please Be Seated) 
 

Youth Choir Anthem:   “English Noel”   set by Patrick M. Liebergen 
 
Children’s Message  
    (Pew Pad Distribution) 
 

Sermon Hymn:   #849   “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 
   (Pew Pad Collection) 
 
Sermon  
 

(Please Stand) 
 
 



 

 

Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 (Please Be Seated) 
  

Offering and Offertory Anthem:   “There Shall a Star from Jacob Shine” 
              English folksong set by Joy F. Patterson 
(Please Stand) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P:   …. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:   Hear our prayer. 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

 

 
TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
 the bread and drink of the cup".  Ask yourself:  Am I sorry for my sins?  Do I believe that Jesus  
died for my sins?  Am I resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which 

 is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,  
eats and drinks  judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly".  Do you believe that  

you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for 
 the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine yourself.) 

Children are invited forward to receive a blessing. 

 



 

 

† Service of the Sacrament † 
 
Preface  

 

 

  

 

  

 
 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Sanctus  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord  
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

The Peace of Our Lord  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 



 

 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 
  
(Please Be Seated) 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion by Continuous Line 
     (Gluten Free wafers available upon request) 
 
Distribution Hymns:  #336   “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” 
 #333   “Once He Came in Blessing” 
 
(Please Stand) 
 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Nunc Dimittis  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
Thanksgiving  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A: Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
Salutation  

 

 
 
Benedicamus  

 
  

 
 
Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Closing Hymn:   “People, Look East” 



 

 

Postlude:  “People, Look East” 
 
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God, by Robbie Broedow in honor of Belle 
Broedow’s 21st birthday. 
 
Worship Assistants: 8:30am – Bob Burke, Alex Sawicki; 10:30am – Steve Anderson, 
Don Henderson,  
 
Lector: 8:30am – Claudia Essbach; 10:30am – Cherry Horn 
 
Altar Guild for December:  Sue & Ted Frake, Claudia Essbach, Renee Henderson 
 
Crisis Control Item for December:   Hot Beverages (Tea, Hot Cocoa, Instant Coffee) 
– 111 lbs. was collected for the month of November. Thank you for your donations! 
 
 
December Christmas Services: 
Wednesday Advent Worship at 7:00 p.m. – December 18 
December 24, 2024 – 5:00pm - Traditional  
December 24, 2024 – 7:00pm - Praise 
December 25, 2024 – 10:30am - Traditional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Bible and Sunday School Class begins at 9:45 a.m.  

 
 
 

A Great Place to Grow in Christ 
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a 

Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 5th grade.  
 All programs/grades have full-time care available. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Tyson Labuhn 
Tiffany Banks, Principal 

Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship 
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship 


