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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

April 28, 2024 – 10:30 a.m. 
Worship with Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Mission:  To help one more person get to Heaven 
 by pointing them to Jesus Christ. 

http://www.stjohnsws.com/


 

 

"Be Still and know that I am God." We greatly enjoy our Sunday morning times to catch-
up with each other in fellowship and conversation, both before and after worship. The 
worship service begins with the playing of the Prelude. Once the prelude begins, please 
be seated, stop conversing, and prepare your heart for worship. Thank you. 

Please silence all devices. If at any point you need to or prefer to sit, please feel free to 
do so. 

Prelude:    “Largo from Concerto in D Minor”         Antonio Vivaldi 
                           Gabriel Mendoza, violin 
 
(Please Rise) 
 
Opening Hymn:   #477   “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” 
 
Invocation, Confession, and Absolution    
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
 
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 
 P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
† Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 



 

 

Kyrie 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
 

(Please Be Seated) 
 

 
First Lesson:     Acts 8:26-40 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south[a] to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. 
And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to 
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27191a


 

 

And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture 
that he was reading was this: 
 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he opens not his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 
34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with 
this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along 
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?”[b] 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Lesson:   1 John 3:16-24 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of 
God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, 
which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are 
from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not 
from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not 
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27201b


 

 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior 
of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and 
he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God 
is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is 
love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, 
because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love 
casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been 
perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” 
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen 
cannot[a] love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from 
him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please Rise) 

 
 
Holy Gospel:   John 15:1-8 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter. 
C:  Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear 
fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 
does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A1-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30607a


 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life † everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
(Be Seated) 
 
Children’s Message  
 

Sermon Hymn:    #691   “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” 
 

Sermon:   "Nearly Coincidence"    (Acts 8:26-40) 
 
Anthem:     “A Joyful Alleluia”      Gordon Young 

 
Offering Plates are in the back of the church on the tables. Please remember to sign 
the attendance pad, in your pew. 
(Please Rise) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
Leader: …. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation:   Hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 
TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
 the bread and drink of the cup".  Ask yourself:  Am I sorry for my sins?  Do I believe that Jesus  
died for my sins?  Am I resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which 

 is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,  
eats and drinks  judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly".  Do you believe that  

you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for 
 the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine yourself.) 

Children are invited forward to receive a blessing. 

 



 

 

† Service of the Sacrament † 
Preface 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

The Words of Institution         
 
P:  The Lord be with You! 
C:  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

(Please Be Seated) 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion by Continuous Line 
 

Distribution Hymns:   #490   “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” 
 #554   “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful” 
 #624   “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born” 
 
 
Pastoral Table Blessing following Communion  
 
(Please Rise) 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:   #482   “The Joyful Eastertide” 
 
Postlude:  “The Trophy”                     Francois Couperin 
 



 

 

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Bruce & Kathleen Sawicki in honor of 
their 33rd Anniversary. 
 
Worship Assistants: 8:30am – Bill Thorpe, Rich Essbach 10:30am – Mark Meier, Don 
Henderson 
  
Lector: 8:30am – Claudia Essbach 10:30am – Beth Fordham-Meier 
 
Altar Guild for April:  Jackie Downey, Karin Lennon 
 
Crisis Control Item for May:  Spices (Cinnamon, Vanilla, Tajin, Cumin, Salt,Pepper, 
etc.) 
If you would like to donate food to Crisis Control, please drop the food off in the basket 
in the back of the church. –  79 lbs. was collected for the month of April. Thank you 
for your donations! 
 
Welcome Pastor Philip Vangen 
Thank you to Pastor Vangen for leading service today! We are blessed that you were able 
to serve so that we may hear God’s word. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  
Adult Bible Class begins at 9:45 a.m.  

A Great Place to Grow in Christ 
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a 

Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 5th grade.  
 All programs/grades have full-time care available. 

 
Guest Pastor: Pastor Philip Vangen 

Tiffany Banks, Principal 
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship 

Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship 
 

Church Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


