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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 1, 2023 — 10:30 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion

St. John’s Mission: To help one more person get to Heaven
by pointing them to Jesus Christ.



http://www.stjohnsws.com/

"Be Still and know that | am God." We greatly enjoy our Sunday morning times to catch-
up with each other in fellowship and conversation, both before and after worship. The
worship service begins with the playing of the Prelude. Once the prelude begins, please
be seated, stop conversing, and prepare your heart for worship. Thank you.

Please silence all devices. If at any point you need to or prefer to sit, please feel free to
do so.

Prelude: “Largo” from Concerto for Two Violins J.S. Bach
Nathan Thomeer and Olga Zaiats violins; Gabriel Mendoza, piano

(Please Rise)
Opening Hymn: #549 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

Invocation, Confession, and Absolution

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

QUOD

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Q0

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

C: Amen.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the -earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart - felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav'n-ly King.

Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

(Please Be Seated)

First Lesson: Ezekial 18:1-4, 25-32

The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “What do youl@ mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's
teeth are set on edge’? 3 As | live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be
used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the
soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel18%3A1-4%2C+25-32&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20852a

25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26 When a righteous person turns away
from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has
done he shall die. 2" Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he
has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 8 Because he
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall
surely live; he shall not die. 2° Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not
just.” O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?

30 “Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,
declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be
your ruin.l@ 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed,

and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? 2 For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn,
and live.”

L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Second Lesson: Philippians 2:1-4, 5-18

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 2 Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. # Let
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, @ ¢who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be

grasped,® 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,d being born in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. °® Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 1°so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the

earth, ' and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

2 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, *3for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel18%3A1-4%2C+25-32&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20880a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-4%2C+5-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29380a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-4%2C+5-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29381b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-4%2C+5-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29382c

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, ° that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, ¢ holding fast to the word of
life, so that in the day of Christ | may be proud that | did not run in vain or labor in
vain. " Even if | am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of
your faith, | am glad and rejoice with you all. 8 Likewise you also should be glad and
rejoice with me.

L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

(Please Rise)
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Holy Gospel: Mathew 21:23-32
L: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 215t chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things,
and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one
guestion, and if you tell me the answer, then | also will tell you by what authority | do
these things. 2° The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are
afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” ?’ So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority |
do these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.’ 2° And he answered, ‘I will not,” but afterward

he changed his mind and went. 3° And he went to the other son and said the same. And
he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but did not go. 3 Which of the two did the will of his

father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, the tax collectors
and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. %2 For John came to you in
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your
minds and believe him.



P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praiseto You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life { everlasting.
Amen.

(Be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: #512 “At the Name of Jesus”

Sermon: “Authority”

Offering Plates are in the back of the church on the tables. Please remember to sign
the attendance pad, in your pew.

(Please Rise)
Prayer of the Church

Leader: .... Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: Hear our prayer.

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER.
St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
the bread and drink of the cup”. Ask yourself: Am I sorry for my sins? Do | believe that Jesus
died for my sins? Am | resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which
is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly". Do you believe that
you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for
the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine yourself.)
Children are invited forward to receive a blessing.




t Service of the Sacrament t
Preface
. The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

Agnus Dei
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

(Please Be Seated)
Distribution of Holy Communion by Continuous Line

Distribution Hymns: #555 “Salvation unto Us Has Come”

(Please Rise)



Nunc Dimittis
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Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and f give you peace.

C:. Amen.

Closing Hymn: #813 “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”

Postlude



Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Sue & Ted Frake in honor of their 44™
wedding anniversary.

Worship Assistants: 8:30am — Bill Thorpe, Rich Essbach; 10:30am — Mark Meier

Lector: 8:30am — Claudia Essbach; 10:30am — Cherry Horn

Altar Guild for October: Gayle Barcio, Karin Lennon

Crisis Control Item for October: Beef Stew

If you would like to donate food to Crisis Control, please drop the food off in the basket
in the back of the church. — 44 Ibs. was collected for the month of August. Thank
you for your donations!

Welcome Pastor John Fair
Thank you to Pastor Fair for leading service today! We are blessed that you were able to
serve so that we may hear God’s word.
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LUTHERAN

Church & School

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class begins at 9:45 a.m.
A Great Place to Grow in Christ
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a
Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 5" grade.
All programs/grades have full-time care available.

Guest Pastor: Pastor John Fair
Tiffany Banks, Principal
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship

Church Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.



