WELCOME TO
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
2415 Silas Creek Parkway
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
336-725-1651
www.stjohnsws.com
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 1, 2019 – 10:45 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion

St. John’s Mission: To help one more person get to Heaven
by pointing them to Jesus Christ.

Welcome
We are delighted to have you with us as we celebrate God’s love for us in Jesus! If you
have any questions or needs please feel free to ask an usher, Pastor Tom, or anyone
here at St. John’s.
As We Worship
Prepare for worship in stillness and prayer.
Enjoy worship by lifting your voice and heart to God.
Close worship by enjoying the fellowship of one another.
After worship, the service begins! Go out and serve the Lord in all areas of life!
“I urge you, in view of God’s mercy to you, present yourselves as living sacrifices to God,
this is your spiritual act of worship.” — Romans 12:1
Please silence all devices. If at any point you need to or prefer to sit, please feel free to do so.

Prelude

“O God, Look Down from Heaven”

Johann Pachelbel

Sharing of the Peace We take a moment to greet one another, as brothers and sisters
in Christ (often with the words “God’s peace be with you”). We enjoy this part of our
worship; however, you are free to participate, or not, in any manner with which you are
comfortable. (Please Remain Standing)
Processional Hymn: #717 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
C: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)
First Lesson: Daniel 6:10-18
10
Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper
room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times
that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early
days.
11
Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication before
his God. 12 And they went before the king, and spoke concerning the king’s decree:
“Have you not signed a decree that every man who petitions any god or man within
thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?”
The king answered and said, “The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which [a]does not alter.”
13
So they answered and said before the king, “That Daniel, who is [b]one of the captives
from Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have
signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”
14
And the king, when he heard these words, was greatly displeased with himself, and
set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he [c]labored till the going down of the sun to
deliver him. 15 Then these men [d]approached the king, and said to the king, “Know, O
king, that it is the law of the Medes and Persians that no decree or statute which the
king establishes may be changed.”
16
So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of
lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve continually, He
will deliver you.” 17 Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the
king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signets of his lords, that the purpose
concerning Daniel might not be changed.
18
Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and no [e]musicians were
brought before him. Also his sleep [f]went from him.
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Second Lesson: Hebrews 11:29-39
29
By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians,
attempting to do so, were drowned.
30

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days. 31 By
faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who [a]did not believe, when she had
received the spies with peace.
32

And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak
and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through
faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness
were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the
aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again.
Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better
resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, [b]were tempted, were slain with
the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented— 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.
39

And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the
promise,

L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Hymn of Praise: #763

“When Peace, like a River”

Third Lesson: Revelation 5:1-5 (Pastor)
And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the
back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud
voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or
on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.
4

So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open [a]and read the scroll, or to
look at it. 5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and [b]to loose its seven seals.”

L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
(Please Rise)

Holy Gospel:

Mark 13:14-20

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
“So when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ [a]spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing where it ought not” (let the reader understand), “then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains. 15 Let him who is on the housetop not go down into the house, nor
enter to take anything out of his house. 16 And let him who is in the field not go back to
get his clothes. 17 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies
in those days! 18 And pray that your flight may not be in winter. 19 For in those days there
will be tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the creation which God
created until this time, nor ever shall be. 20 And unless the Lord had shortened those
days, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened
the days.
14

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life † everlasting. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)

Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day: #752 “Be Still, My Soul”
Sermon Text: Daniel 6:19-28
19
Then the king arose very early in the morning and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 And
when he came to the den, he cried out with a [a]lamenting voice to Daniel. The king spoke,
saying to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve
continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?”
21
Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent His angel and shut the
lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and
also, O king, I have done no wrong before you.”
23
Now the king was exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel
up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever was found
on him, because he believed in his God.
24

And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused Daniel,
and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and their wives; and the lions
overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom
of the den.
25
Then King Darius wrote:
To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth:
Peace be multiplied to you.
26
I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble and fear before
the God of Daniel.
For He is the living God,
And steadfast forever;
His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed,
And His dominion shall endure to the end.
27
He delivers and rescues,
And He works signs and wonders
In heaven and on earth,
Who has delivered Daniel from the [b]power of the lions.
28
So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
Sermon: "The Lion’s Den”

Offer Unto the Lord! The Bible gives these guidelines on our financial giving:
1) “First Fruits”: i.e. Set aside a portion for God FIRST. He gets the best, not the leftovers.
2) “Portion/Percentage giving”: Give to God a percentage of our gross income; the Old
Testament “tithe” was 10%; certainly “this side” of the cross we should be just as
motivated, or more so, than the Old Testament believers!
3) “God’s Blessings”: God promises if we are faithful in our giving, He will pour out
blessing/abundance to us overflowing!
Offering
Please take this time to sign the Pew Pads in your row and pass them down. We thank God
for our visitors and guests. Please share your e-mail with us so that you can receive a weekly
note of activities/announcements. Thank you for worshiping with us!

Offertory Solo

Andrew René, baritone

(Please Rise)
Offertory Hymn: #775 “Be Present at our Table, Lord”
Be present at our table, Lord;
Be here and ev’rywhere adored;
Thy creatures bless, and grant that we
May feast in paradise with Thee.
TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER.
St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
the bread and drink of the cup". Ask yourself: Am I sorry for my sins? Do I believe that Jesus
died for my sins? Am I resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which
is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly". Do you believe that
you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for
the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine
yourself.)
Children are invited forward to receive a blessing.
Please take a moment to sign the attendance pad in your pew.

† Service of the Sacrament †
Preface

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
(Please Be Seated)
Distribution Hymns: #757 “Lord, It Belongs Not to My Care”
#743 “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
#719 “Leave All Things to God’s Direction”
Post-Communion Collect
P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given
us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
C: Amen.
Recessional Hymn: #809 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”
Postlude

“Ein feste Burg”

Pachelbel

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Kathy Hayes in memory of her father
Charles “Bucky” Foote
Today’s Ushers: John Williams, Bob Sparks, Lisa Little, Arden Lackey
Worship Assistants: Early Service – Bill Thorpe, Tom Baldwin; Late Service – Don
Henderson, Larry Bowman
Lector: Early Service – Jackie Downey, Late Service – Don Henderson
Altar Guild for September: Renee Henderson, Jacki Downey, Michaela Montgomery
Lock-ups for September: John Williams, Wes Walker
Pew Pads: Please remember to sign the pew pads. Thank you.
Nursery is available in Preschool Room 101 during the 10:45 Worship Service for children
ages 3 and under.
Crisis Control Item for September: Rice (1 lb. bags)
The Sermons are available on-line at http://stjohnsws.com/weekly-sermons-2/
St. John’s Prayer and Care Notes are distributed each Saturday. If you would like to receive
this document and be listed on the email distribution, please send a request to:


Dale Mierisch at wb9szl@triad.rr.com and include “St John’s Prayer and Care Notes
Subscription” in the subject line of your email.

(Restrooms: Exit the left-side door on the pulpit side. Go straight thru the Fellowship Hall and the two
doors leading to our school building. Restrooms are on your right in the school lobby)

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class both begin at 9:30 a.m.
A Great Place to Grow in Christ
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a
Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 8th grade.
All programs/grades have full-time care available.
Pastor Thomas Clocker, 301-732-9203, revclocker@gmail.com
Mark Edmiston, Principal
Tom Baldwin, Director of Admissions and Community Relations
Sonia Davidson, Director of Preschool
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship
Church Office Hours Monday through Thursday,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

