WELCOME TO
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
2415 Silas Creek Parkway
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
336-725-1651
www.stjohnsws.com
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 26, 2019 – 10:45 a.m.

St. John’s Mission: To help one more person get to Heaven
by pointing them to Jesus Christ.

Prelude
Welcome
We are delighted to have you with us as we celebrate God’s love for us in Jesus! If you
have any questions or needs please feel free to ask an usher, Pastor Tom, or anyone
here at St. John’s.
As We Worship
Prepare for worship in stillness and prayer.
Enjoy worship by lifting your voice and heart to God.
Close worship by enjoying the fellowship of one another.
After worship, the service begins! Go out and serve the Lord in all areas of life!
“I urge you, in view of God’s mercy to you, present yourselves as living sacrifices to God,
this is your spiritual act of worship.” — Romans 12:1
Please silence all devices. If at any point you need to or prefer to sit, please feel free to
do so.
Sharing of the Peace We take a moment to greet one another, as brothers and sisters
in Christ (often with the words “God’s peace be with you”). We enjoy this part of our
worship; however, you are free to participate, or not, in any manner with which you are
comfortable. (Please Remain Standing)
(Please Rise)
Processional Hymn: #965 “God Bless Our Native Land”
Confession and Forgiveness
L: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
L: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

(Please be seated)
First Lesson: Isaiah 55:1-2, 6-13
“Ho! Everyone who thirsts,
Come to the waters;
And you who have no money,
Come, buy and eat.
Yes, come, buy wine and milk
Without money and without price.
2
Why do you [a]spend money for what is not bread,
And your wages for what does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,
And let your soul delight itself in abundance.
6

Seek the Lord while He may be found,
Call upon Him while He is near.
7
Let the [a]wicked forsake his way,
And the unrighteous man his thoughts;
Let him return to the Lord,
And He will have mercy on him;

And to our God,
For He will abundantly pardon.
8
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.
9
“For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts.
10
“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven,
And do not return there,
But water the earth,
And make it bring forth and bud,
That it may give seed to the sower
And bread to the eater,
11
So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;
It shall not return to Me [b]void,
But it shall accomplish what I please,
And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.
12
“For you shall go out with joy,
And be led out with peace;
The mountains and the hills
Shall break forth into singing before you,
And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree,
And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree;
And it shall be to the Lord for a name,
For an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:1-3 (Sermon Text)
Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as
newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow [a]thereby, 3 if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel:

John 15:1-9

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter.

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does
not bear fruit He [a]takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to
you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears
much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is
cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire,
and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you[b] will ask
what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you
bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.
5

9

“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life † everlasting. Amen.
(Be Seated)
Hymn of the Day: #589 “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”
Sermon: “Milk, it does the Body good”
Offer Unto the Lord! The Bible gives these guidelines on our financial giving:
1) “First Fruits”: i.e. Set aside a portion for God FIRST. He gets the best, not the
leftovers.
2) “Portion/Percentage giving”: Give to God a percentage of our gross income; the Old
Testament “tithe” was 10%; certainly “this side” of the cross we should be just as
motivated, or more so, than the Old Testament believers!
3) “God’s Blessings”: God promises if we are faithful in our giving, He will pour out
blessing/abundance to us overflowing!

Offering
Please take this time to sign the Pew Pads in your row and pass them down. We thank
God for our visitors and guests. Please share your e-mail with us so that you can receive
a weekly note of activities/announcements. Thank you for worshiping with us!
Offertory Anthem
(Please Stand)
Offertory Hymn #805 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
(Sung to the tune of Hymn #465: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
(Please Stand)
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
C: Amen.

Recessional Hymn:

“God Bless America”

God bless America, land that I love,
stand beside her and guide her
Through the night with the light from above;
from the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans white with foam,
God bless America, my home, sweet home.
God bless America, my home, sweet home.

Postlude

Irving Berlin

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Mary Rochester
Today’s Ushers: John Williams, Bob Sparks, Lisa Little, Arden Lackey
Worship Assistants: Late Service – Rich Essbach
Lector: Late Service – Allen Hall
Altar Guild for May: Stephanie Guelzow, Sue & Ted Frake
Lock-ups for May: Jeff Goad, Wes Walker
Pew Pads: Please remember to sign the pew pads. Thank you.
Nursery is available in Preschool Room 106 during the 10:45 Worship Service for
children ages 3 and under.
Crisis Control Item for June: Canned Meat – salmon, beef, spam, tuna
The Sermons are available on-line at http://stjohnsws.com/weekly-sermons-2/
St. John’s Prayer and Care Notes are distributed each Saturday. If you would like to
receive this document and be listed on the email distribution, please send a request to:


Dale Mierisch at wb9szl@triad.rr.com and include “St John’s Prayer and Care
Notes Subscription” in the subject line of your email.

(Restrooms: Exit the left-side door on the pulpit side. Go straight thru the Fellowship Hall and the two
doors leading to our school building. Restrooms are on your right in the school lobby)

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class both begin at 9:30 a.m.
A Great Place to Grow in Christ
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a
Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 8th grade.
All programs/grades have full-time care available.
Pastor Thomas Clocker, 301-732-9203, revclocker@gmail.com
Mark Edmiston, Principal
Tom Baldwin, Director of Admissions and Community Relations
Sonia Davidson, Director of Preschool
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship

Church Office Hours Monday through Thursday,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

