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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 23, 2017 – 10:45 a.m.
Divine Service Setting Four with Holy Communion
St. John’s Mission: To help one more person get to Heaven
by pointing them to Jesus Christ.

With the whole creation we groan together in birthing pains, waiting for the redemption
of all things. Things are not how they were intended to be. We are not home yet. This
sad state of affairs is the result of people playing God. The devil is in on this, sowing
weeds throughout the field of this world. But there is no God besides God the Holy
Trinity, not in heaven above nor on earth below—not you, not me, not anyone. The real
God has appointed that we and all humanity are saved in hope through the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Our true home is the kingdom of God introduced by Jesus. Along our
journey home, even when we do not know what to pray, our hope is sustained by the
intercessions of God the Holy Spirit, whose groanings on our behalf are deeper than
words can tell.
† Prayer Before Worship †
O God, besides whom there is no other God, in this world Your people suffer great
affliction, having no enduring place in which to dwell. Grant that we who are not home
yet with You in Your kingdom may endure with patience our groanings with all creation,
being sustained by Your Word and Your gracious Spirit, who intercedes for us with far
deeper groanings; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns in
communion and love with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prelude

“Aria in F Major” (from “Twelfth Concerto Grosso”)

G. F. Handel

Welcome & Sharing of the Peace We take a moment to greet one another, as
brothers and sisters in Christ (often with the words “God’s peace be with you”). We
enjoy this part of our worship; however, you are free to participate, or not, in any
manner with which you are comfortable.
(Please Remain Standing)
Processional Hymn

#913

“O Holy Spirit, Enter In”

Confession and Absolution
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P:

P:

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst,
enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
Introit Ps. 86:11–15; antiphon: Ps. 86:6
P: Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace.
C: Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to
fear your name.
P:

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your
name forever.
C: For great is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my soul from
the depths of Sheol.
P:

O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men seek my
life, and they do not set you before them.
C: But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P:

C:

Let us pray.
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever
mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and
dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Be Seated)
Old Testament Lesson

Isaiah 44:6-8
(“Is there a God besides Me?”)

6

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
“I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
7
Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and set it before me,
since I appointed an ancient people.
Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.
8
Fear not, nor be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses!
Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
P: Thanks be to God.
Gradual

Romans 11:33, 36

All: Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! For from Him
and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen.

Epistle Lesson
Romans 8:18-27
(The Spirit helps our weakness as we wait in hope with all creation.)
18

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly,
but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.
22
For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of
childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.
26
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for
as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
27
And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

John 6:40-51, 57-58
(The bread of life)

P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

40

And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes
in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”
41
The Jews then complained about Him, because He said, “I am the bread which came
down from heaven.” 42 And they said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose
father and mother we know? How is it then that He says, ‘I have come down from
heaven’?”
43
Jesus therefore answered and said to them, “Do not murmur among yourselves. 44 No
one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up
at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’
Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. 46 Not
that anyone has seen the Father, except He who is from God; He has seen the Father.
47
Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life. 48 I am the
bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50 This is
the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am
the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live
forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the
world.”
P:
C:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life † of the world to come. Amen.

(Be Seated)
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day #625
“Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread” (sung to tune
of “All Glory Be To God On High”)
Sermon

“I Am the Bread of Life”

(Please Stand)

Prayer of the Church
P:
LORD, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
(Be Seated)
Offering
Please take this time to sign the Pew Pads in your row and pass them down. We thank
God for our visitors and guests. Please share your e-mail with us so that you can
receive a weekly note of activities/announcements. Thank you for worshiping with us!
Voluntary

“Bread of Heaven, Bread of Life” (“Panis Angelicus”)

Cesar Franck

(Please Stand)
Offertory Hymn #805 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER.
St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
the bread and drink of the cup". Ask yourself: Am I sorry for my sins? Do I believe that Jesus
died for my sins? Am I resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which
is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly". Do you believe that
you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for
the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine yourself.)
Children are invited forward to receive a blessing.

† Service of the Sacrament †
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Sanctus

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

Agnus Dei

(Be seated)
Distribution Hymns:

(Please stand)

#761
#774
#642

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
“Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”
“O Living Bread from Heaven” (Sung to tune of
“O Savior, Precious Savior”)

Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect
P: Let us pray. Only God most high, thank You for feeding us here with the body and
blood of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. This blessed Meal is a foretaste
reminding us that we are not home yet, but that we do have a home in Your
kingdom, introduced by Jesus, the fullness of which is yet to come; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns in communion and
love with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benedicamus and Benediction
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
C: Amen.
Recessional Hymn #772 “In Holy Conversation” (sung to tune of “The
Church’s One Foundation”)

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Jackie Downey in memory of her
sister and best friend, Barbara Troutman Pate.
Thank you to Joel Becker for the music this morning as Frances continues her
recovery.
Today’s Ushers: Larry Bowman, Lisa Little, Bob Sparks, John Williams
Worship Assistants: Mark Meier, Dale Mierisch
Altar Guild for July: Claudia Essbach, Anita Hoisington
Lock-ups for July: Steve Anderson, Don Henderson
Pew Pads: Please remember to sign the pew pads. Thank you.
Nursery is available in Preschool Room 106 during the 10:45 Worship Service for
children ages 3 and under.
Crisis Control Item for July: Peanut butter. The collection basket for these items is in
the Narthex.
The Sermons are available on-line at http://stjohnsws.com/weekly-sermons-2/
St. John’s Prayer and Care Notes are distributed each Saturday. If you would like to
receive this document and be listed on the email distribution, please send a request to:
 Dale Mierisch at wb9szl@triad.rr.com and include “St John’s Prayer and
Care Notes Subscription” in the subject line of your email.
 You may also email your prayer requests to Dale at this address.

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated at 8:30 a.m. on the first and third Sundays,
at 10:45 a.m. on the second and fourth Sundays, and at both services
if there is a fifth Sunday in the month.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class both begin at 9:30 a.m.
A Great Place to Grow in Christ
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a
Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 8th grade.
All programs/grades have full-time care available.
Pastor Thomas Clocker, 301-732-9203, revclocker@gmail.com
Mark Edmiston, Principal
Tom Baldwin, Director of Admissions and Community Relations
Sonia Davidson, Director of Preschool
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship
Church Office Hours: Monday through Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

