WELCOME TO
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
2415 Silas Creek Parkway
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
336-725-1651
www.stjohnsws.com
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 28, 2018 – 10:45 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion

St. John’s Mission: To help one more person get to Heaven
by pointing them to Jesus Christ.

Prelude

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

arr. Wayne L. Wold

Welcome & Sharing of the Peace We take a moment to greet one another, as
brothers and sisters in Christ (often with the words “God’s peace be with you”). We
enjoy this part of our worship; however, you are free to participate, or not, in any
manner with which you are comfortable. (Please Remain Standing)
If at any point you need to or prefer to sit, please feel free to do so
(Please Rise)
Processional Hymn:

#829 “Christ the Eternal Lord”

Invocation/Confession/Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
(Please be seated)

First Lesson: Jonah 1:1-17, 2:10
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before
Me.” 3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down
to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it,
to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.
4

But the Lord sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the
sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up.
5
Then the mariners were afraid; and every man cried out to his god, and threw the
cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load.[a] But Jonah had gone down
into the lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep.
6
So the captain came to him, and said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call
on your God; perhaps your God will consider us, so that we may not perish.”
7
And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for whose
cause this trouble has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on
Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon
us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country?
And of what people are you?”
9
So he said to them, “I am a Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, who
made the sea and the dry land.”
10

Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “Why have you done this?”
For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the Lord, because he had told
them. 11 Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for
us?”—for the sea was growing more tempestuous.
12
And he said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea will
become calm for you. For I know that this great tempest is because of me.”
13
Nevertheless the men rowed hard to return to land, but they could not, for the sea
continued to grow more tempestuous against them. 14 Therefore they cried out to
the Lord and said, “We pray, O Lord, please do not let us perish for this man’s life, and
do not charge us with innocent blood; for You, O Lord, have done as it pleased
You.” 15 So they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from
its raging. 16 Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to
the Lord and took vows.
17

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly
of the fish three days and three nights.
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Second Lesson: 2 Peter 3:7-10
7
But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are
reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
8
But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us,not
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
10
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)
Holy Gospel

Matthew 12:38-41

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 12th chapter
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
38

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see
a sign from You.”
39

But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a
sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah
was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will rise up
in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life † everlasting. Amen.
(Be Seated)
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day: “Go Forth and Tell!” (Tune: “God of Our Fathers”)
James Edward Seddon

Go forth and tell! O Church of God awake!
God's saving news to all the nations take.
Proclaim Christ Jesus Savior Lord and King,
That all the world His worthy praise may sing.
Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all;
He will in grace respond to all who call.
How shall they call if they have never heard
The gracious invitation of His word?
Go forth and tell where still the darkness lies;
In wealth or want the sinner surely dies
Give us O Lord concern of heart and mind
A love like Yours which cares for all mankind
Go forth and tell! O Church of God arise!
Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies.
Go till all nations His great name adore
And serve Him Lord and King forevermore
.

CCLI #1399958

Sermon: “Dare We Sleep While Ninevah Perishes”
Offer Unto the Lord! The Bible gives these guidelines on our financial giving:
1) “First Fruits”: i.e. Set aside a portion for God FIRST. He gets the best, not the
leftovers.
2) “Portion/Percentage giving”: Give to God a percentage of our gross income; the Old
Testament “tithe” was 10%; certainly “this side” of the cross we should be just as
motivated, or more so, than the Old Testament believers!
3) “God’s Blessings”: God promises if we are faithful in our giving, He will pour out
blessing/abundance to us overflowing!
Offering
Please take this time to sign the Pew Pads in your row and pass them down. We thank
God for our visitors and guests. Please share your e-mail with us so that you can
receive a weekly note of activities/announcements. Thank you for worshiping with us!
Offertory Anthem “Awake, My Heart”

from The Sacred Harp arr.
Kenneth Lowenberg

(Please Stand)
Offertory Hymn #805 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER.
St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
the bread and drink of the cup". Ask yourself: Am I sorry for my sins? Do I believe that Jesus
died for my sins? Am I resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which
is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly". Do you believe that
you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for
the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine yourself.)
Children are invited forward to receive a blessing.
Please take a moment to sign the attendance pad in your pew.

Service of the Sacrament

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
Agnus Dei

(Be Seated)
Distribution Hymns: #832 “Jesus shall Reign”
#827 “Hark the Voice of Jesus Calling”
(Please Stand)
Post-Communion Thanksgiving
Nunc Dimittis

Benedicamus and Benediction
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
C: Amen.
Recessional Hymn: #837 “Lift High the Cross”
Postlude

Trumpet Voluntary in C

Henry Purcell

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Martha Tegeler in memory of Cecile
Honeycutt.
Today’s Ushers: John Williams, Bob Sparks, Lisa Little, Larry Bowman
Worship Assistant: Early Service – Bob Burke, Mark Edmiston; Late Service – Steve
Anderson, Rob Schwabe
Lector: Early Service – Kris Gartley, Late Service – Lynne Wagenknecht
Altar Guild for January: Stephanie Guelzow, Renee Henderson
Lock-ups for January: John Williams and Don Adamick
Nursery is available in Preschool Room 106 during the 10:45 Worship Service for
children ages 3 and under.
Crisis Control Item for January: Toilet Tissue
The Sermons are available on-line at http://stjohnsws.com/weekly-sermons-2/
St. John’s Prayer and Care Notes are distributed each Saturday. If you would like to
receive this document and be listed on the email distribution, please send a request to:


Dale Mierisch at wb9szl@triad.rr.com and include “St John’s Prayer and
Care Notes Subscription” in the subject line of your email.
 You may also send your prayer requests to Dale at this address.

(Restrooms: Exit the left-side door on the pulpit side. Go straight thru the Fellowship Hall and the two
doors leading to our school building. Restrooms are on your right in the school lobby)

ELDER INSTALLATION
TODAY WE INSTALL TWO "new" ELDERS TO THAT MINISTRY TEAM.
Both LARRY NORMAN and ROB SCHWABE began serving this past fall and have already
greatly blessed us. We also recognize four elders whose service ended during the past 12
months:
MIKE PENNUCI, BRUCE SAWICKI, DAVE BARCIO, AND DON HENDERSON. These
brothers in Christ served with great faithfulness! No matter what the congregation was
dealing with, they faithfully continued to care for and serve their "flock" (see below). Thank
you! Well done good and faithful servants!

WHAT DO ELDERS DO?
At St. John's elders do NOT participate in leading or administrating the congregation. There
role is a SPIRITUAL one, as outlined in Scripture. They are to, assist the pastoral office in
providing spiritual care for the congregation. This includes keeping in touch with the prayer
and care needs of their individual families, providing Word and Sacrament to our shut-ins,
and serving with pastor in Sunday morning worship. PRAYER is a tremendous part of their
service to all of us! They pray for their families and their SPECIFIC needs. They pray for
ALL who are on our prayer lists. (They do a great job of keeping the pastor and each other
up to date on needs, practically on a daily basis through e-mail and phone. They meet once
a month with no agenda other than prayer for the congregation, it's ministry and spiritual
health, and individuals). Please take advantage of this and let your elder know ANY time
specific or general prayers are needed by yourself or your loved ones. If they don't know,
they can't pray.

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class both begin at 9:30 a.m.
A Great Place to Grow in Christ
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a
Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 8th grade.
All programs/grades have full-time care available.
Pastor Thomas Clocker, 301-732-9203, revclocker@gmail.com
Mark Edmiston, Principal
Tom Baldwin, Director of Admissions and Community Relations
Sonia Davidson, Director of Preschool
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship
Church Office Hours Monday through Thursday,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

