WELCOME TO
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
2415 Silas Creek Parkway
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
336-725-1651
www.stjohnsws.com
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
February 12, 2017 – 10:45 a.m.
Divine Service Setting Four with Holy Communion
St. John’s Mission: To help one more person get to Heaven
by pointing them to Jesus Christ.

Prepare to be changed! Each time God’s people gather for worship, change occurs. As
we hear the Gospel proclaimed and celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we are renewed and
become strengthened, supported, and fed. God changes us as the Holy Spirit works in
and among us. There are changes happening now and changes yet to come. In this
“green” season of the Church Year, we have special opportunities to thank God for the
continuing growth that He graciously grants us.
† Prayer Before Worship †
Heavenly Father, when You brought us to faith, we were changed for time and eternity.
Until that day when we see You face-to-face, forgive us daily, continue to change us
into Your likeness, and give us growth in grace and faith; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Prelude

“All Glory Be to God on High”

Johann Pachelbel

Welcome & Sharing of the Peace
(Please Stand)
Processional Hymn

#790

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Confession and Absolution
P:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P:
C:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P:
C:

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P:

C:

P:

C:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Introit Psalm 98:7-9; antiphon: Psalm 98:2
P:
C:
P:
C:

The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in
the sight of the nations.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!
Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD,
for He comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.

All:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P:

The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in
the sight of the nations.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:

C:

Let us pray.
O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the
consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the
glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Be Seated)

Old Testament Reading

Deuteronomy 30:15-20
(Choose life!)

15

“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil.
If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by
loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments
and his statutes and his just decrees then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it.
17
But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship
other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You
shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess.
19
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life
and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may
live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is
your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”
16

L:
P:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8

All:
Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples! For great is His
steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His
courts!

Epistle Lesson

1 Corinthians 3:1-9
(Only God gives growth.)

1

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh,
as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And
even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4For
when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely
human?

5

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the
Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the
growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages
according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s
building.
L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
Alleluia and Verse

Cantor: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and give Himself up for us, a fragrant offering
and sacrifice to God.

Holy Gospel

Matthew 5:21-37
(Jesus teaches about the Law with authority.)

P:
C:
21

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever
murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the
council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something
against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your

brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser
while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and
the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get
out until you have paid the last penny.
27
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you
that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away.
For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown
into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.
31
“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of
divorce.’ 32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of
sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery. And whoever marries a divorced woman
commits adultery.
33
“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely,
but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say to you, Do not take an
oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not take an oath
by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let what you say be
simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.
P:
C:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life † of the world to come. Amen.
(Be Seated)
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day
Sermon

#686

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

“STOP-DROP (Go)-RECONCILE”

(Please Stand)

Prayer of the Church
P:
LORD, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
(Be Seated)
Offering
Offertory Anthem

“On Jordan’s Stormy Banks”

K. Lee Scott

(Please Stand)
Offertory Hymn #781 “We Give Thee But Thine Own,” v. 1

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER.
St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
the bread and drink of the cup". Ask yourself: Am I sorry for my sins? Do I believe that Jesus
died for my sins? Am I resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which
is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly". Do you believe that
you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for
the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine yourself.)
Children are invited forward to receive a blessing.

† Service of the Sacrament †
Preface
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Lift up your hearts.
C:
We lift them to the Lord.
P:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Sanctus

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of our Lord
Peace of the Lord
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
Amen.
Agnus Dei

(Be Seated)
Distribution Hymns: #609
#637
#585
(Please Stand)

“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” vv 1-5
“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
“Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide”

Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Prayer
P: We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have refreshed us through this
Sacrament, and we pray that, forgiven and changed thereby, we may continue to
grow in Christ’s Holy Church; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benedicamus and Benediction
P:
C:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
Amen.

C:

Recessional Hymn #922 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
Dismissal
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude

“Lobe den Herren”

Johann Gottfried Walther

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Keith and Clara McKenzie.
Today’s Ushers: Ryan Davidson, Bob Hoisington, Stephanie Kiel, Holly Wilson
Worship Assistants: Mark Meier, Dale Mierisch
Altar Guild for February: Claudia Essbach, Sue Frake, Ted Frake
Lock-ups for February: Don Henderson, Wes Walker
Pew Pads: Please remember to sign the pew pads. Thank you.
Nursery is available in Preschool Room 106 during the 10:45 Worship Service for
children ages 3 and under.
The Sermons are available on-line at http://stjohnsws.com/weekly-sermons-2/
Crisis Control Item for February: Beef stew
St. John’s Prayer and Care Notes are distributed each Saturday. If you would like to
receive this document and be listed on the email distribution, please send a request to:


Dale Mierisch at wb9szl@triad.rr.com and include “St John’s Prayer and
Care Notes Subscription” in the subject line of your email.

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated at 8:30 a.m. on the first and third Sundays,
at 10:45 a.m. on the second and fourth Sundays, and at both services
if there is a fifth Sunday in the month.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class both begin at 9:45 a.m.

A Great Place to Grow in Christ
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a
Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 8th grade.
All programs/grades have full-time care available.

Pastor Thomas Clocker, 301-732-9203
Mark Edmiston, Principal
Tom Baldwin, Director of Admissions and Community Relations
Sonia Davidson, Director of Preschool
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship

