WELCOME TO
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
2415 Silas Creek Parkway
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
www.stjohnsws.com
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
November 6, 2016 – 10:45 a.m.
Divine Service Setting One
St. John’s Mission: To help one more person get to Heaven
by pointing them to Jesus Christ.

When we think of saints, we likely picture well-known disciples, martyrs, and leaders of
the Church throughout the years. Familiar names from the pages of Scripture come to
mind such as Peter, John, and Paul—the type of people we name churches after.
Perhaps this is rightly so. After all, the Lord worked in the lives of these individuals in
powerful ways. On All Saints’ Day, however, we also give thanks to God for “unsung
saints.” We remember faithful Christian men and women whose names may not be
known to the world but are known to us. We remember the names of mothers and
fathers, friends and family, and fellow congregation members who bore witness to
Christ through word and deed. We take time to rejoice that they are now in the nearer
presence of the crucified and risen Savior they served while among us.
† Prayer Before Worship †
O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving kindness shown to all Your
servants who, having finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant that
we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal life. Grant that,
having been loved so richly by You, we would go and do likewise, loving our neighbor
as ourselves; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prelude

“Sine nomine”

Ralph Vaughan Williams

Welcome & Sharing of the Peace
(Please Stand)
Processional Hymn #677 “For All the Saints”
Confession and Absolution
I
P:
In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:
C:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P:
C:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C:

Introit Ps. 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b
P:

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

C: In You, O Lord, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; in Your
righteousness deliver me.
P:

For you are my rock and my fortress; and for Your name’s sake You lead me and
guide me.

C: Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful
God.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P:

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Kyrie

Hymn of Praise - This Is the Feast

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times
and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus
Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living
that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have
prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C:

(Be Seated)
First Reading

Revelation 7:9-17
(The saints praising the Lamb before His throne.)

9

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and
to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white
robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to

me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15
“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve Him day and night in His temple;
and He who sits on the throne will shelter them with His presence.
16
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
17
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and He will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
L:
P:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5
All:

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Blessed are
those whose strength is in You, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Epistle Lesson

1 John 3:1-3
(The Father’s love for us.)

1

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children
of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not
know Him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall
see Him as He is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as He is pure.
L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

Matthew 5:1-12
(The Beatitudes.)

P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.

1

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when He sat down, His
disciples came to Him.
2
And He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:
3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
6
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.
7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
11
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
P:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life † of the world to come. Amen.
(Be Seated)
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day #733 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Sermon

“Truly Blessed”

Matthew 5:1-12

(Please Stand)
Remembrance of the Faithful Departed
Pastor:
In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life eternal, we remember before
the Lord our departed members who have gone before us in faith in the year
now past: Jim Livengood, Barbara Roggenkamp and Janna Less.
Almighty God, we remember with thanksgiving those who loved and served
You in Your Church on earth and who now rest from their labors. Keep us in
fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joy of Your
heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P: Into Your hand I commit my spirit;
C: You have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.
(Be Seated)
Offering
Offertory Anthem

“When the Saints Go Marching In”

arr. John Rutter

(Please Stand)
Offertory Hymn #781 “We Give Thee But Thine Own,” v. 1

TODAY WE WILL CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER.
St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
the bread and drink of the cup". Ask yourself: Am I sorry for my sins? Do I believe that Jesus
died for my sins? Am I resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which
is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly". Do you believe that
you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for
the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine yourself.)
Children are invited forward to receive a blessing.

† Service of the Sacrament †
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Proper Preface
P: … evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
C: Amen.
Lord’s Prayer – Sung by the Choir
Words of our Lord
Peace of the Lord
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Agnus Dei

(Be Seated)

Distribution Hymns: #587 – “I Know My Faith Is Founded’
#560 – “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed”
#527 – “O Savior, Precious Savior”
(Please Stand)
Post-Communion Canticle - Thank the Lord

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.

Recessional Hymn #672 – “Jerusalem the Golden”
Dismissal
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude

“Fugue on St. Anne”

Johann Sebastian Bach

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated at 8:30 a.m. on the first and third Sundays,
at 10:45 a.m. on the second and fourth Sundays, and at both services
if there is a fifth Sunday in the month.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class both begin at 9:45 a.m.
A Great Place to Grow in Christ
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a
Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 8th grade.
All programs/grades have full-time care available.
Rev Dr. Keith G. Less, Pastor
Office Hours:
7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday & Wednesday; 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Tuesday & Thursday;
10:00 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturday
725-1651 x406 (office); 443-480-3075 (cell)
revkeith54@gmail.com
Mark Edmiston, Principal
Tom Baldwin, Director of Admissions and Community Relations
Sonia Davidson, Director of Preschool
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Reg & Carol Koontz
Today’s Ushers: John Williams, Bob Sparks, Lisa Little, Larry Bowman
Worship Assistants: Don Henderson & Mark Meier Lector: Stephanie Guelzow
Cantor: Tom Loke

