WELCOME TO
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
2415 Silas Creek Parkway
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
www.stjohnsws.com
Traditional Service
Reformation Sunday
Divine Service Setting Two with Holy Communion

October 30, 2016 – 10:45 a.m.
St. John’s Mission: To help one more person get to Heaven
by pointing them to Jesus Christ.

We celebrate the 499th anniversary of the Reformation of the Christian Church. Tracing
our heritage back to Martin Luther’s posting of the Ninety-Five Theses on October 31,
1517, we join with God’s children throughout the world to thank Him for saving us by
His grace alone through faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The precious Gospel
of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection is the central truth of Holy Scripture, and it alone
has the power to set us free from sin as we cling to Christ by faith. May the Lord bless
us today as we worship Him and abide in His life-saving, life-changing Word! Lord,
keep us steadfast in Your Word!
† Prayer Before Worship †
Almighty and gracious Lord, Your Word is our source of life. By Your Spirit, teach Your
people throughout the world with the eternal gospel of Your Son that, as hearts receive
Your truth, You may set us free from the curse of our sin; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Prelude

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Dietrich Buxtehude

Welcome & Sharing of the Peace
(Please Stand)
Processional Hymn #578 – “Thy Strong Word”
Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
† Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Introit Psalm 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46
P: I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, O Lord, and shall not be put to
shame.
C: I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
P: My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.
C: Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
P: The Lord redeems the life of His servants; none of those who take refuge in Him
will be condemned.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, O Lord, and shall not be put to
shame.
Kyrie
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Hymn of Praise – This is the Feast
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us
steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend
us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen.
(Be Seated)
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First Reading

Revelation 14:6-7
(God’s messenger brings the eternal gospel.)
6
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and
people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour
of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and
the springs of water.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL Psalm 48:1a, 12-14a
Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised in the city of our God! Walk about
Zion, go around her, number her towers, consider well her ramparts, go through
her citadels, that you may tell the next generation that this is God, our God
forever and ever.
Epistle

Romans 3:19-28

(God justifies us through faith in Christ.)
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
21
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law
of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart
from works of the law.
19

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)
7

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

John 8:31-36
(God sets us free as we abide in Jesus’ Word.)

P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.

31

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you
are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33
They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.
36
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
P:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life † of the world to come. Amen.
(Be Seated)
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day #655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
Sermon – “Truth and Freedom” – John 8:31-36
Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord Jesus, may we abide in Your Word.
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Offering
Offertory Anthem “We Are Ambassadors in the Name of Christ / How Lovely
Are the Messengers” from St. Paul
Felix Mendelssohn
Teresa Bonavita, Evangelist
Matthew Arnold, Paul
Andrew René, Barnabas
(Please Stand)
Hymn- #781 “We Give Thee but Thine Own”, v 1
TODAY WE WILL CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER.
St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
the bread and drink of the cup". Ask yourself: Am I sorry for my sins? Do I believe that Jesus
died for my sins? Am I resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which
is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly". Do you believe that
you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for
the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine yourself.)
Children are invited forward to receive a blessing.

† Service of the Sacrament †
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Proper Preface
P: … evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
C: Amen.
Lord’s Prayer – Sung by the Choir
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Words of our Lord
Peace of the Lord
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Agnus Dei

(Be Seated)
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Distribution Hymns: #637 – “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
#744 – “Amazing Grace”
#556 – “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”
(Please Stand)
Post-Communion Canticle - Thank the Lord

Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
C: Amen.
Recessional Hymn #657 – “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
Dismissal
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
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Helmut Walcha

Our Sunday Worship - Morning services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated at 8:30 a.m. on the first and third Sundays,
at 10:45 a.m. on the second and fourth Sundays, and at both services
if there is a fifth Sunday in the month.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class both begin at 9:45 a.m.
A Great Place to Grow in Christ
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a
Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 8th grade.
All programs/grades have full-time care available.
Rev. Dr. Keith G. Less, Pastor
Office Hours:
7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday & Wednesday; 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Tuesday & Thursday;
10:00 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturday
725-1651 x406 (office); 443-480-3075 (cell)
revkeith54@gmail.com
Mark Edmiston, Principal
Tom Baldwin, Director of Admissions and Community Relations
Sonia Davidson, Director of Preschool
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship
Altar Flowers: are given to the Glory of God by Steve & Meg Lorenz
October Ushers: Bob Hoisington, Holly Richardson, Ryan Davidson, Stephanie Kiel
Worship Assistant: Steve Anderson Cantor: Jennifer Anderson
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