WELCOME TO
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
2415 Silas Creek Parkway
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
336-725-1651
www.stjohnsws.com
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
January 22, 2017 – 10:45 a.m.
Divine Service Setting Four with Holy Communion
St. John’s Mission: To help one more person get to Heaven
by pointing them to Jesus Christ.

“We are not divided, All one body we” is a well-known line from the classic Christian
hymn “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” It speaks to the unity we have in Christ Jesus, who
calls us to be one. The well-loved hymn was written by Rev. Sabine Baring-Gould for a
procession of Sunday School students in England. By using language images
appropriate to adults, he was showing that he expected the best from the children for
whom he was writing. Paul expected the best from the Corinthian Christians, even
though he knew well the difficulties being experienced by the congregation at Corinth.
As he wrote to them, he stated that they were “called to be saints together with all those
who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:2). By
God’s grace, we are numbered among those saints!
† Prayer Before Worship †
Lord Jesus, Head of Your Body, the Church, the only source of grace and mercy,
call us back from our divisions, give us grace to use Your gifts for the good of all,
and unite us under Your gracious rule; this we pray for the sake of Your holy name.
Amen.
Prelude

“Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word”

Welcome & Sharing of the Peace
(Please Stand)
Processional Hymn

#412

“The People That in Darkness Sat”

Confession and Absolution
I
P:
In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:
C:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P:
C:

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

J. S. Bach

P:

C:

P:

C:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Introit Psalm 22:27–31; antiphon: Psalm 22:22
P:
C:

I will tell of Your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will
praise You.
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the
families of the nations shall worship before You.

P:
C:

For kingship belongs to the LORD, and He rules over the nations.
All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before Him shall bow all
who go down to the dust, even the one who could not keep himself alive.

P:
C:

Posterity shall serve Him; it shall be told of the LORD to the coming generation;
they shall come and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn,
that He has done it.

All:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will tell of Your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will
praise You.

P:

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:

C:

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch
forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

(Be Seated)
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 9:1-4
(A great light is shining.)

1

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
2
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4
For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
L:
P:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8

All:
Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples! For great is His
steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His
courts!
Epistle Lesson

Philippians 2:1-11
(Imitating Christ’s humility)
1
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort
from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion,
2
then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in
spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of
you to the interests of the others.
5
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6
Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7
rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
9
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse
Organ Introduction
Cantor only sings Alleluia first time through, then congregation:

Cantor:

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.”

Holy Gospel

Matthew 4:12-25
(Jesus calls His first disciples.)

P:
C:
12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Now when [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee.
And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled:
15
“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
16
the people dwelling in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death,
on them a light has dawned.”
17
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.”
18
While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.
19
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20Immediately
13

they left their nets and followed him. 21And going on from there he saw two other
brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee
their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat
and their father and followed him.
23
And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the
people. 24So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick,
those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics,
and paralytics, and he healed them. 25And great crowds followed him from Galilee and
the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.
P:
C:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life † of the world to come. Amen.
(Be Seated)
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day

#856

“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”

Sermon
(Please Stand)
Prayer of the Church
P:
LORD, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
(Be Seated)
Offering
Offertory Anthem

“Starlight”

(Please Stand)
Offertory Hymn #781 “We Give Thee But Thine Own,” v. 1

Giles Swayne

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER.
St. Paul wrote, "Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
the bread and drink of the cup". Ask yourself: Am I sorry for my sins? Do I believe that Jesus
died for my sins? Am I resolved, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to use the power of Christ which
is offered in this Sacrament, to amend my sinful life? St. Paul also wrote, "He who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly." Do you believe that
you receive the TRUE/REAL BODY AND BLOOD of Christ in, under and with the bread and wine for
the full pardon of sins? (Please use pages 329-330 in the front of your hymn book to examine yourself.)
Children are invited forward to receive a blessing.

† Service of the Sacrament †
Preface
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Lift up your hearts.
C:
We lift them to the Lord.
P:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Sanctus

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Words of our Lord
Peace of the Lord
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
Amen.
Agnus Dei

(Be Seated)
Distribution Hymns: #411
#688
#642
(Please Stand)
Nunc Dimittis

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
“‘Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake”
“O Living Bread from Heaven”

Post-Communion Prayer
P: We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have refreshed us through this
Sacrament, and we pray that the one cup and loaf will ever remind us of the unity
we have in the one Christ; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benedicamus and Benediction
P:
C:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
Amen.

C:

Recessional Hymn #839 “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”
Dismissal
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude

“In Thee is Gladness”

Thank you to Pastor Thomas Clocker for conducting our worship today.

J. S. Bach

Today’s Ushers: John Williams, Bob Sparks, Lisa Little, Larry Bowman
Worship Assistants: Steve Anderson, Dave Lundmark
Lector: Dayla Kay Kohler
Cantor: Chris Evans
Altar Guild for January: Kae Elliott, Mae Elliott, Renee Henderson, Sarah Strahm
Lock-ups for January: Bob Hoisington, Don Adamick, John Williams
Pew Pads: Please remember to sign the pew pads. Thank you.
Nursery is available in Preschool Room 106 during the 10:45 Worship Service for
children ages 3 and under.
The Sermons are available through the YouTube link at the church’s web site. If you
miss a Sunday, want to hear the sermon again, or want someone else to hear it, just go
to www.stjohnsws.com and click on the YouTube link at the bottom of the home page.
Crisis Control Item for January: Toilet tissue
St. John’s Prayer and Care Notes are distributed each Saturday. If you would like to
receive this document and be listed on the email distribution, please send a request to:


Dale Mierisch at wb9szl@triad.rr.com and include “St John’s Prayer and
Care Notes Subscription” in the subject line of your email.

Our Sunday Worship - Services are at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated at 8:30 a.m. on the first and third Sundays,
at 10:45 a.m. on the second and fourth Sundays, and at both services
if there is a fifth Sunday in the month.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class both begin at 9:45 a.m.

A Great Place to Grow in Christ
As a part of our outreach ministry, we have a
Preschool/Pre-K program and Kindergarten through 8th grade.
All programs/grades have full-time care available.
Mark Edmiston, Principal
Tom Baldwin, Director of Admissions and Community Relations
Sonia Davidson, Director of Preschool
Michael Zeoli, Director of Music for Contemporary Worship
Frances Burmeister, Director of Music for Traditional Worship

